
April 10, 2020 
 
TO: Support staff 
 
FROM: Teresa A. Sullivan 

Interim Provost 
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 

 
Dear Spartan support staff, 
  
As we prepare for the weekend, I want to thank all of you for your hard work—often in ingenious 
ways—to support our students, teaching staff, and your co-workers. This has been inspiring and so 
helpful during an anxious time for each of us. 
  
Last week MSU announced that it would be converting all in-person courses offered during Summer 
2020 Full Session and Session One into online courses. This week President Stanley and I made the 
decision to convert all MSU summer courses to an online format, including those held during Session 
Two. (This change does not affect clinical courses in the health science colleges.) 
  
Given the challenges our students face because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have learned that many 
of them are seeking increased opportunities to take online courses this summer. In response to 
students’ needs, MSU is offering a larger number of online courses in both first and second summer 
sessions this year. Courses will be added to the summer schedule over the next week. 
  
I am aware that this change, along with many other changes that have taken place over the past few 
weeks, requires an incredible amount of behind-the-scenes work. I recognize and appreciate all of the 
hard work and initiative that each of you has demonstrated to keep MSU running in this new virtual 
environment, most of it via remote work settings. You are no doubt dealing with worries and concerns 
about the safety and well-being of your family and yourself while still performing the critical tasks 
needed to make the University function. I appreciate your resilience, grit, and dedication during these 
trying circumstances. Your magnificent work is solid evidence of Spartans Will! 
  
Very truly yours, 
  
Teresa A. Sullivan 
Interim Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 


